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FREEPORT - Two Bndge
Harbor residems angrily confront-

ed City Council Monday nighi

shout continuous problems |hei )

claim 1o be eaperiencing wii
chemical  barges on lhe
Intracoasta) Waterway. -+ ;.

Bobby ro Casale and Ray -

Repczynski told council they put
vp with » f\lll weekend's worth of

preasure:

clmmcll smell t.hef confend were

cnused by & Hereules Marine

P the watcrway in

Bnil’ ¢ ‘HarB | barges F ilito

;o wuthout m\nllng tllc two meo to

§ and a .
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sumethln ‘we don't mmd them
Feallin tllmscr told council.
But notllmg is found, he said,
‘lhey think we're lying.” -

But Repczyaski insisted he and
“imagiining the

llw com an hu Q erate ¢
i attend, -y " Free e , P' f-f:ﬂ

But Lamy Balllnger, s co-mm- have never beea “Cied foc
ager for Hercules Marine Service,” onc thmg because we did nofhing .
s shipyard that does barge clean- g. Dallinger insisted. "I 3 pe.
ing and ropair work, said no work  bad done anyihing wrong, we gl Casale are no
was going on at the site that  be shat down and ont of busi
weekend. H 4 today.” TN L &3 Y

The barge in question was ' There was also an ar;umen “Atomething, of we wouldn'l be
- docked at the Hercules shipyard - over what the barge wis cariying, f complaining,” he said. © :
during the weckend and was 1o be Pallinger contended the barge’ % Ballinger invited Casale and
repaired on Monday, he said. |- conlained caustic. Casalo ciaimed .chczyns i 10 come out and gee

The discussion Monday nighl  when he contacied Dow Chemical | e barges for themselves.) .
was & contenlious onc, and shontly  that weckend, he was refecred'to ». Casalo’said in the 13 years he'
after Ballinger stood up to courier .
the Bridge Harbor regidents' !

elhylene dichlori

Servi
Iate luly clajmed Fr

Fire Department o icialy dld ot

properly llwemga the’ mcldem
because they did not £ 10 the job
snle lo ﬁnd out whal barge was

O Casate and Repezynskd further
contended oficisls yrith Flercules
came down to Freeport that Sun-.

dny and met with w‘ll){ officials |

clalms, he and Repczynski had a* waa canryin
that was immedir? » chen-ucnl‘
sely s:lenceé by Mayor Jim  toxic.” " Councitman Hank Li
; Bament M - Baltinger dlspleyed 40 com-. : B cOMMpromiseg, appea
“All nghl Repézynsh glm:q faint forms he said Casale had ble [ Monday night's meefing.
st Ballinger, *Cominue!” Eled against Hercules about
R 1] say when to conlinue
Bameticutin, « S issues. “h really comes down 1o~ make it folérable for both sides,”™
.- Ballinger gaid Hercules hay  morc harassment than an llnnt. be eaid.. “Thic conversation
nevcr been fined or shut down fof  he teid. X j. wmght'l nol going to solve my-
chemical seleases in the six years "If lhey think they‘re smelling :

he smd “u hlghly o L w
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Head pointcd 1f the BWA's
by-4 diesel iuck for |l

.. with o tocls?” Head asked. “We. But Cameron drgucd he wenl to Fl Hesd uid the BWA also
recent purchase of § ong-ton, 4- -

iy $26.000, but Ca P
that item was pot in the pew bud-
get. Cameron also. aqued lhc
truck’s purchase wes justified, *

s "Six bowrd mem
50,” Cameron seid lo Hesd, ©
mm it like it's some lind‘

o toof around town
la : Hcad admitted ho was not
present the night the board voled
1o purchase the trock) but added,

“You could’ve bought & one-ton
truck with » gas en;lnc. The
oplicn on a diese! is 34 000.%:- [ |

Pressed tq further eaplain his
camments in the pross, said
he did ndl agree with the smoumt
of mancy allotied in the new bud-
get-for tools ($20,000) and com-’
puterfoflice equiprment ($135,000).
“Should this board belicve the
DWA has run since its moepnon

M

rs thou, Iu.

hought a1 least one new wmpule[ . Head's office that day and encouss in 1993 o stabilize its
unm- :, for the office last year.” ;7 aged him to schedule o lnmch ] l’or three years, but o year
= then eaati Head ‘agpointment, but Head neveu er the' bou'd raised it 6 cenys..

; that his statcment is only an opin-:
ion. “What you've done is said
ont of two things about me and -

-called. “Next thing Lknow, I get o’
eiter from Richwood,” Came
!md referting to a list of qum""

' fplly 'comforable with what
qun whulbeheve T
The RWA boml also split pn

. everyone on this board of direcs . tions the city forwarded to th% of employees and wages,
tors ~Veither you're complacent,  ; BWA ahout the board's spendln - Wpog 4-3;&0 limit the iumber of
o you're stupid,'” Cameron said.. " - M'lcr'lhamuhng.licudsald torg to 12 and to give a
1 ¥] guess { could take that as a * strongly disagreed with Cam percent ooﬂ-of—lmng increase

all BWA empl M
Tlle BWA wil

threat,” Head said. Cameron’, ieron s statement in Tuesda:
* |aughed and shook his head.! “tnewspaper that claimed the B

i

said. - -1 inception, ns the coming fiscal year The

t *[ don’s want to sue’ you,” Head saldtheBWA‘s cusme[ proposed giv-
' Cameron ssid. “1 want you ] d?i cities were told a bond refund| 1 thc nlant 1 toul of 14 opers- :
- what's right” © done in September 1993 would te, but the BWA will have 1o

“] thunk what " creme 52 million in new mongy lo. wck with the )2 opersiors now on

Fepolve taste and odar problems and -, mplarll'i payrofl and increase its
a3 anything you could do." provide funds for pm]ecln to alle- nime budget. Voting in favor
i Hend claimed a list ol' qur.s- \mte corrosion and other wnter ' of these méasures were Shelion,
tions about the BWA he d les. “If he thinks the BWA ~ Longoria, Hays and Head. Voting
to Cameron’s stiention in  has always been underfunded, e thumbs down were Camecron,
Februoary were never ansyveudf has & short memory,” !-lead uid 3" Ejlﬂc and Cadenhead.

; Heago retorted:
you re doing here is aboutuwr{

i . '- ! '
y e L O e

the Houston company Dinle has dived in Bridge Harbor and
Carrier and was told the ba lcomp!nned sbout such things, °
;“the csty has never responded o

d said .
imppssi-

t nojis™ “The bottom fine is we've gof 1o ;
es, chemical odors: snd similsr | ry to, rlwl\rc this situniion and

wc no merit -
“Why don’t you suc me?” Head - hos been undetl’unded p!m:e sls ‘I bpnnses based on performmce :

CLUTE - At least 15 30- snl-
lon donated aquariums are
needed by marine science sty-
dents at Brazoswood ‘High
Schoo! so they can perform
necessary stodies of marine life
this year.

60 more students are enrclled in
her course than she expected,
outstripping her budgel s ability

Aquariums needed : at Brazoswood

Teacher Jean Loedemln said

"High $chool at 265-6161 or at

0 provlde nqnmiums they need.

Stidents pot together a sali-
walzr.aquarium at the beginning
of the yesr, collect specimens
_and maintain lhem throughoul
the year. :

‘Anyone who has e qua-
um they wish 10 donate can
reach Loedeman st Brazoswaood

home bt 2334915,
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Related pictures, Page 4A.

By MARK L. XING
The Brazosport Facts

ANGLETON — Angleton In-
dependent School District offi-
cials and volunteers officially
dedicated Kindertown Thurs-

of the Early Child-
hood Center. It comes com-
plete with a surrounding wall
mural depicting street scenes
and community buildings, and

Casale says politics
behind sewer snafu

a ¢ourtyara Mo Juisae .
and signs.

] think we cah get s
real instructionsl value ou
it Superintendent James
“‘Herman' Smith said, ad
that the traffic theme w
work well with safety lessor

“We're very proud of it
think it's going to be n
Principal Alice Diaz said.
P-TO reaily goes all out.”

The Parent-Teacher Or
zation initiated the idea
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. without inviting. the two men to
© - attend. -
: . " - But Larry Ballinger, a co-man-
FREEPORT - Two Bridge ager for Hercules Marine Scrvice,
Harbor residents angrily confront- « a shipyard that does barge clean-
ed City Council Monday night- : ing and repair work, said no work
about continuous problems ghez .-was going on at the site that
claim to be experiencing with:. weekend. _
‘chemical barges - on -the. The barge in question was
Intracoastal Waterway. =", docked at the Hercules shipyard
Bobby Jo Casale -and Ray:-during the weekend and was to be
Repezynski told council they put * repaired on Monday, he said.
up with a full weekend's worth of ©~  The discussion Monday night
pressure-release noises . atid.a  was a contentious one; and shortly
chemical smell they coniend wéte'. after Ballinger stood up to counter
caused by a Hercules Matine - the Bridge Harbor residents’
Service barge on the waterway i . claims, he and Repczynski had a
late July. They claimed Freepott' - heated exchange that was immedi-
Fire Department officials did fiot= ately silenced by Mayor Jim
properly investigate the incident ., Bamett. ' .
because they did not go to the job' *  “All right,” Repezynski glared
site to find out what the barge was'  at Ballinger. “Continue!”
carrying, SR “I'1l say when to continue,”
Casale and Repczynski further” Bamett cut in.
contended officials with Hercules' - -~ Ballinger said Hercules has
came down 10 Freepont that Sun-.  never been fined or shut down for
- day and met with city oificials chemical releases in the six ycars

By Peggy O'Hare
The Brazosport Facts

L

the company has operated in
Freeport.

*We have never been cited for
one thing, because we did nothing

wrong,” Ballinger insisted. “1f we

had done anything wrong, we'd
be shut down and out of business
today.”

There was also an argument
over what the barge was carrying.
Ballinger contended the barge
contained caustic. Casale claimed
when he contacted Dow Chemical

that weekend, he was referred to

the Houston company Dixie
Carrier and was told the barge
was carrying ethylene dichlonide.
8 chemical he said “is highly
toxic.”

- Ballinger displayed 40 com-
plaint forms he said Casale had
filed against Hercules about nois-
es, chemical odors and similar
issues. “It really comes down to
more harassment than anything,”

-he said.

“If they think they're smelling

Bridge Harbor barges into council talk

something, we don't mind them

:alling,” Ballinger told council. |

‘I‘But if nothing 1s found, he said,
“they think we're lying.” '

But Repezynski insisted he and
Casale are not imagining the
problems, .- :

, “Someone must be doing
something, or we wouldn't be
complaining,™ he said.

i Ballinger invited Casale and
Repczynski; t0 come out and seo-
the barges for themseives.

Casale’snid in the 13 years he

has lived in Bridge Harbor and -

complained about such things,

"the city has never responded 1o
us, '

Councilman Hank Lippold said . |

a compromise appeared impossi-
blé at Monday night's meeting.
“The bottom line is we've got 10
ryto resclve this situation and
mie it tol¢rable for both sides,”
_he'said. “This conversation
tor l'a.t's not going to solve gny- .

thiy.

|
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Cleaning’

“with sand

~Windy day
“work irritates
“residents

L b
By MARK L, KING
The Brazosport Facls

JFREEPORT — Windy condi-
ticns and a sandblasting operation
set some residents of Bridge Har-
bor Subdivision on edge Saturday.

Hercules Offshore Drilling Co.
was busy Saturday morning
cleaning barges with a sandblast-
ing operation that property own-
ers Bob Casale and Jim Pirrung
said was depositing chemical resi-
dues in the Intracostal Waterway.

"The wind has shifted 180 de-
grees now but this morning the
wind was blowing right across the
canal,” Pirrung said Saturday af-
ternoon. *‘1f was really making a
mess. e

“I can't help but worry about
the pollution to the canal and even
when the wind is blowing in the
other direction, about the wildiife
in the wetlands,” he said.

Casale and Pirmung said their
concerns center around chemicals
used by the owners of the barges.
The barge surfaces are coated
with toxic paints that are used to
deter marine life, such as barna-
cles, from attaching to the hulls,
they said.

HERCULES CLEANS the bar-
ges for varicus industrial opera-
tions on & contract basis.

“About 7 this morning they
started sandblasting and it's not
just sand, it's ... highly toxic
stuff,” Casale said. "They open
these barges up to air them out
prior to cleaning. They have to
use gas masks to go down into
those barges while airing them
out, buf they don’t supply us, the
residents, with gas masks.

' “This morning there were big,

large elouds of dust — about 75, 80,
100 feet in the air, and then the In-
tercostal Waterway had big
clouds of settlernent on it,”

January that they sat down with
the company and discussed the ef-
fects the sandblasting operation
was having on the neighborhood.
They noted afterward - that the
company had worked harder {o
contain the clouds of sand.

‘BUT THE MEN became con-
cerned Saturday when the compa-
ny began operating in windy
conditions.

‘A company employee said that

. Hercules frequently employs a
windscreen o contain escaping
clouds of sand, but that a strohg
wind had torn it down, They were

-+ using a monitoring device Satur-

s day to.gauge wind direction and

~would shut the operation down
when the wind smfted toward the

»-!u- 57 subdivision, he said. *

e "Sometnnes the wind shifts fast

Fand. we - can't shut down fast

I* enongh '* he said,

" They shut it dcwn when the

wiad is blowing this way, for
Soa HERCULES, Papge 14A

Casale.and:Pisrung Had-sald-in—-
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Hercules

Contlnued from Page 1

which we're grateful, but they
must think they're doing us some
type of community service.” Pir-
rung said. *'And then they put that
stuff in the canal.™

The company employee said
that Hercules was in the area be-
fore any houses were built ¢lose to
the site of the company operation.

“THIS HAS BEEN an ongoing
problem {or 13 years and no stale
agency has cited them enough 1o
make them clean up their aci
completely,” Casale said. ""Who-
ever owns those barges and Her-
cules are the culprits. Thev're
sending those barges over there (o
be cleaned out, knowing what
they're putting inte the environ-
ment.”

The Coast Guard Marine Saflety
Office in Galveston reported no
eavironmental complaints Sawur-
day morning in regard to the sand-
blasting. Workers in the Coast
Guard Marine Environmental
Pollution Office were unavailable
for comment,

Regents approve plan to
erect statue of King.

AUSTIN (AP) — A statue of
slain ¢ivil rights leader Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. will be erectad on
the campus of the University of
Texas in Austin, officials say.

Car fire set by sibling,
kiils infant sister

ARLINGTON (AP} — A North
Texas infant was killed 1n a car

fire set by her sister, who was . @

playing with matches in the back
seat, [ire officials said.

Katlvn Dawn Cromwell and her
sister Jessica, 3, were left alone in
the car vesterday while their
grandmother had run an errand.

Cificials believe Jessica, who
wag in the fromt seat of the car.
crawled into the back with her sis-
ter and started the fire. Jessica
sscaped unharmed, but Katlyn,
strapped in a car seat, was unable
to get out.
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